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Start-up costs
Approximate one-time costs associated with the start-up of a foundation

(Includes foundations formed in 2000 or later)

$500K- $1-9.9 $10-49.9 $50+
Overall <$500K 999K Million Million Million

% % % % % %

Legal fees

Average $7,887 $3,466 $4,525 $6,810 $25,400 *

Median $4,000 $3,000 $3,324 $5,000 $15,000 *

# responding (55) (17) (6) (15) (5) *

Accounting fees

Average $2,332 $1,440 * $1,885 * *

Median $1,000 $800 * $1,350 * *

# responding (34) (12) * (8) * *

Consulting fees

Average $16,031 * * * * *

Median $4,844 * * * * *

# responding (6) * * * * *

Other costs

Average $4,814 $585 * $1,199 * *

Median $1,000 $500 * $797 * *

# responding (22) (6) * (6) * *

TOTAL COSTS

Average $11,919 $3,867 $8,445 $8,295 $56,800 *

Median $5,156 $2,699 $6,242 $6,000 $15,000 *

# responding (60) (21) (6) (15) (5) *

Roughly half of new ASF member
foundations established their
foundation based on general
philanthropic impulse, 36 percent
indicated that estate/tax planning was
a factor, and 34 percent established
the foundation to honor or build a
legacy for a family or an individual.

Reasons for establishing the foundation
(Includes foundations formed in 2000 or later)

Overall

%

General philanthropic impulse 53

Estate or tax planning 36

To honor or build a legacy for a family or an individual 34

Passion for a particular cause 21

To strengthen the family 13

Other 8

By Asset Size
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